. . sl 1
ol r

v : y 5 . * L

- Ny Tl .

y - r ubl
S-ins will 22
2

E INDIANAPOLIS JOURNAL.

—
el

- )

WEBKLY ESTARLISHED 1823,
DAILY ESTABLISHED 1584

‘. ()Iu meoo 1 5;‘3.

INDIANAPOLIS,

MONDAY MORNING,

LITTLE DOUBT

EVIDENCE THAT MARCH'S
KILLED THE REBEL CHIEF,

MEN

—_— o

The Oficer Shot Fell from a Richly
Which

Bore Valuable Papers,

Caparisoned Horae,

_...

Y
CARRIED AWAY WITH CARE

>—

BODY TAKEN BY FILIFINOS AND
GUARDED ON THE RIVER.

+

Aguinaldo Known to He in the Party
Attacked at Lagat, Sarrounded
by Faithful Oficers.

o

COMMISSION ON THE GROUND

“

RECEIVED AT MANILA WITH DUE
HONORS BY MACARTHUR.

*

Judge Taft Makes a General State-
ment Concerning the Comm/ission-
ers’ Powers and Parposes.

’
&

VIGAN. Luzon, via Magila, June 3.—
Major March, with his detachment of the
Thirty-third Regiment, overtook what is
believed to have been Agulnaldo’s party on
May 19, at Lagat, about one hundred miles
northeast of Vigan. The Americans killed
or wounded an officer, supposed to be
Aguinaldo, whose body was removed by
his followers,

Aguinaldo had one hundred men. Major
March one hundred and twenty-five. The
American commander reached Laboagan,
where Aguinaldo had made his headquar-
ters since March 6 on May 7. Aguinaldo
had fled seven hours before, leaving all the
beaten trails and traveling through the
forest along the beds of streams. Toward
evening, May 19, Major March struck
Aguinaldo’'s outpost about n mile outside
of Lagat, killing four Filipinos and cap-
turing two. From the latter he learned
that Aguinaldo had camped there for the
night. Although exhausted and half
starved, Major March's men entered Lagat
on the run.

They saw the insurgents scattering into
the busrhes or over the plateau. A thou-
sand yards beyond the town, on the moun-
tain side, the figures of twenty-five Fili-
pinos, dressed in white, with their leader
on a gray horse, were silhouetted against
the sunset. The Americans fired a volley
and saw the officer drop from his horse.
His followers fled, carrying the body. The
Americans, on reaching the spot, caught
the horse, which wvas richly saddled.

Blood from a badly wounded man was on
the animal and on the ground. The saddle
bags contained Aguinaldo's diary and some

private papers, including proclamations.
One of these was addressed: “To the civil-

fzed mnations.”” It protested against the
American oecupation of the Philippines.
There was also found coples of Senator
Beveridge's speech, translated into Spanish
and entitled “The Death Knell of the Fili-
pino People.”

Major March, belleving that the Fllipinos

had taken to a river which Is a tributary
to the Chico, followed it for two days,
reaching Tiao, where he learned that a
party of Filipinos had descended the river
May 20 on & raft with the body of a dead
or wounded man on a litter, covered with
palm leaves,
. There Major March reviewed his com-
mand, shoeless and exhausted, and plcked
out twenty-four of the freshest men, with
whom he beat the surrounding country for
six days longer, but without finding any
trace of the insurgents. The Americans
pushed on and arrived at Aparri, May 29.

The officer shot was either Aguinaldo or
his adjutant, and as the horse was riehly
caparisoned it is a fair presumption that
it was Aguinaldo.

The soldiers of General Young, military
Governor of northwestern Luzon, In early
April captured an insurgent officer with
papers revealing Aguinaldo’s whereabouts,
General Young immediately organized for
the pursuit, giving Major March a chance
to finish the work begun in November,
Major March left Candon May 1, hurrying
north toward Laboagan, while Colonel
Hare, with a battallon divided into two
parts, started from Rangued, provinee of
Abra, covering the trails westward. The
garrisons in the Cagayan valley were dis-
posed in such a way as to guard the
‘avenues of escape eastward. Spies her-
aled the approach of Major March with
signal firee. On reaching Laboagan he ap-
prehended a letter in Agulnaldo’s haud-
vriting, the ink of which was hardly dry,
addressed to an officer of guerrillas of the
Milipino army, saying: *““There having ar-
rived this morning at Laboagan a hostile
column from Bokoe, I have set out with
All my force. My rcad has no fixed destina-
thon." This was signed “Colonel David,” a
sobriquet.

Aguinaldo called at the Presidencia. from
which he issued decrees and where his fol-
lowers celebrated Easter with a banquet
at a triangular table, when speeches were
made eulogizing Gregario Del Pilar. That
night Major March's men slept in the bam-
boo, resuming the advance in the morning
and reaching Lagat, forty miles distant, in
two days, although it was ralning hard in
the mountains all the time.

Aguinaldo’'s papers are very important.
They show that he took refuge In Isabella
province, where he remained until he estab-
lshed himself at Laboagan, province of
Abra, where he proposed to direct the
ralny-season operations. Until recently he
was ignorant of outside events, making no
pretense of directing the Insurrection,
bappy If, indeed. he might be able to keep
slive among the hostile Igorrotes, who

* killed several of his followers.
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COMMISSIONERS AT MANILA.

dJudge Taft Makes & General State-
ment of Their Purposes.
MANILA, June 3.—~The United States
transport HMHancock from San Francisco,
April 17, arrived here this morning with the
members of the Phillppine commission. The
members of General MacArthur's staff wel-
comed the commissioners on board the
Fancock. At noon the commissioners land-
ed and drove to the palace, escorted by
General MacArthur's stafl, & band and two
covrpanies of the Twenty-sixth Infantry,
with artillery. At the palace the commis-
m were welcomed by General Mac-
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the commission, had replied, Tne ‘-'1
sloners returned to the Hancock, where
they will remain until they have selected
suitable dwellings on land.

During the morning members of the Fili-
pino Supreme Court, the local editors and
many of the leading merchants repaired to
the transport, where they conversed with
the commissioners. Rear Admiral Remey,
in command of the United States naval
forces on the Asiatic station, called official-
ly during the afternoon. To-morrow Gen-
eral MacArthur will return the call of the
commissioners. The family of Judge Taft
will remain for a while In Japan. The
familles of the other commissioners ar-
rived with them. Jndge Taft, speaking to-
day in reply to a reporter of the Associated
Press regarding the powers and future
work of the commission, said:

“We have full instructions and extensive
powers. The latter we shall not exercise
until we have ample time lo acquire suffi-
cient knowledge of the situation to enable
us to proceed to enact legislative changes
and reforms, preliminary to the establish-
ment of a stable government. Until we
assume authority, General MacArthur will
continue to perform the duties and exercise
the powers formerly performed and exer-
cised by General Otis; and, even after we
take active and full part In the government
General MacArthur will contlnue as the
executive head until, on our recommenda-
tion to President McKinley, it shall seem
to the President that the time has arrived
for the appointment of a civil executive,
and for making the military forces merely
auxiliary in carrying on the civil govern-
ment, to be available only In cases of
emergency for the suppression of lawless
violence too formidable to be overcome by
the regularly organized local police,

“We are aware that there are several ls-
sues of deep interest to the Filipinos upon
which it is our duty to take action. Some
of these involve judicial investigation and
decisions upon legal rights. Others call
for the careful exercise of political power
in order to secure equitable adjusiments
Upon the latter class of issues we cannot
gpeak now.

“Representing the
"nited States in the Philippines, which it is
the purpose of our government to main-
tain, we are here to do justice to the Fili-
pinos and to secure for them the best gov-
ernment in our power, and such a measure
of popular control as is consistent with the
stability and security of law, order and
property. We are civil officers, men of
peace. The fleld of our work is necessarily
confined to reglons where the armed en-
emy has ceased his operations. We can-
not dea! with armed men. - General Mc-
Arthur and the army will do that.

“When those now in arms shall have lald
them down, relying, as they certainly can,
on the justice, generosity and clemency
of the U'nited States, we shall give them all
a full hearing upon the policy to be pur-
sued and the reforms to be initiated. We
purpose to Inaugurate as comprehensive a
school system throughout the islands as
cireumstances will allow. I am surprised
that Manila has not received news regard-
ing the Spooner bill, a measure calculated
to help us greatly in our work here.”

While in Hong-Kong the commissioners
questioned Arracho and members of the
- wenlthy Ceric.-family regarding Filipino
affairs not covered by the Filipino Junte
there. The Filipinos in Manila are anx-

statement by the commission regarding its
futue policy. Everything the commission-
ers say or do is carefully considered. Ca-
bles from Hong-Kong have been published
here to the effect that the commission will
not assume control uUntil September. This
report, coupled with the statement that
Washington approves General McArthur's
plan of campalgn, has created considerable
excitement in Filipino ecircles, where it has
been expected that immediate changes of
policy and action would follow the arrival
of the commission.

It should be understood that the fore-

going declaration of Judge Taft is in no
sense intended as a proclamation.

Otis Will Land To-Day.

SAN FRANCISCO, June 3.—If there are
no further smallpox developments on the
transport Meade, General E. 8 Otis and
other cabin passengers will be released
from quarantine to-morrow. The Meade
will probably be released at the same time,
as the work of fumigating the vessel will
be finished.

THE VICE PRESIDENCY.

Mr. Arthur Overstreet Was Misquoted
i on Interview on This Topie.

Special to the Indianapolis Journal.

COLUMBUS, Ind.,, June 8.—Arthur Over-
street, delegate to the national Republican
convention from the Fourth district, has
returned from a business trip East, and
when his attention was called to an inter-
view In an Indlanapolis paper of yvesterday
in which he is made to say certain things
concerning Governor Roosevelt and the
vice presidential nomination, he expressed
himself as having been misquoted. He re-
grets’ very much the impression created,
and cannot imagine how anything he said
with reference to the matter could be so
construed. He merely stat in Indian-
apolis, upon his return from th® East, that
from all the talk he heard while there it
was his personal opinion that the Governor
would accept the nomination if tendered
him. Mr. Overstreet sald that his judg-
ment thus expressed was formed from
talks with varlous people while cast and
not from anytning the Governor may have
said to him, as he did not talk with him on
this subject, and he hopes the Newspapers
that have given the matter publicity will
correct the imipression wrongfully and evi-
dently unintentionally created.

IS STILL AT LARGE.

Lone lllthw.y-uin Who Held Up
Thirty-Two Persons Saturday.

RAYMOND, Cal, June 3.-The lone high-

wayman who yesterday held up three
Yosemite stages and two wagons and two
United States cavalrymen = still at large.
Additional detalls reveal that the num-
ber of people held up numbered thirty-two,
twenty-seven men and five women. Major
Rucker and Captain Wilcox, 1". 8. A., with
sixty-eight of Troop F, who were on the
way to Yosemite, reached the scene just
as the robber was about to open the ex-
press box. Beeing the trocpers he dis-
appeared in the bushes.
. «JThe robber spoke with a Swedish accent
and his description corresponds with that
of the man who held up two stages at
Big Oak Flat on May i8. He gave the
driver of one of the stauges a card bear-
ing the legend: “The black kid,” saying: “I
hope we will get better acqualinted, old
man.” From the three stages he collected
about $350.
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4

EATEN BY DOGS AND VULTURES IN
THE FAMINE DISTRICT.

_' 5

Horrible Report of Conditions Made
by Lounis Klopsch, Editor of the
Christian Advocate.

;
DEATH RATE NINETY PER CENT.

* y

L

CHOLERA AND SMALLPOX TAKE
THOSE THE FAMINE LEAVES.

+

One Town Had 3,000 Deaths in Four
Days, and Another Had 2,500
in the Same Period.

’_

MISSIONARIES KILLED

-

MORE

CHURCH OF ENGLAND WORKERS
THE LATEST VICTIMS IN CHINA.

—

Strike Situation in Chalon Results in
One Death and Many Injuries—
| Interdicted Meeting Held.

. g

BOMBAY, June 3.—Louis Klopsch, of
New York, publisher of the Christian Her-
ald, who arrived here May 14 and started
at once on a tour of the famine stricken
districts, has returned, after traveling
through the most sorely smitten portions
of the Bombay presidency., including
Gujerat and Barolda. He makes the fol-
lewing statement regarding his observa-
tions:

“Everywhere 1 met the most shocking
and revolting scenes. The famine camps
have been swept by cholera and smallpox.
Fugitives scattering in all directions and
stricken in flight, were found dying in the
fields and roadside ditches. The numbers
at one relief station were increasing at the
rate of ten thousand a day. At Godhera
there were three thousand deaths from
cholera within four days, and at Dohad
2,600 in the same period. The hospital death
rate at Godhera and Dohad was 90 per
cent.

The condition of the stricken simply beg-
gars description. Air and water were im-
pregnated with an intolerable stench of
corpses. At Ahmedabad the death rate in
the poorhouse was 10 per cent. Every day
I saw new patients placed face to face with
corpses. In every fourth cot there was a
corpse, The thermometer read 115 in the
shade. Millions of files hovered around the
uncleansed dysentery patients,

“I visited the smallpox and cholera wards
at Viragam.’' All the patients were lying on
the ground, there being no cots. Otherwise
their condition was failr.

“I can fully verify the reports that vul-
tures, dogs and jackals are devouring the
dead. Dogs have been seen running about
with children’s limbs in their jaws.

‘“The government is doing its best, but
the native officials are hopelessly and heart-
lessly inefficient. Between the famine,
plague and cholera, the condition of Bom-
bay presidency is now worse than It has
been at any previous period in the nine-
teenth century. Whole families have been
blotted out. The spirit of the people Is
broken, and there may be something still
worse to come when the monsoon breaks."”

Horrors Cannot Be Pictured.

NEW YORK, June 3—The Rev. Edward
S. Hume, a missionary of the American
board, who has seen twenty-five years
service in Bombay, arrived last week direct
from India. Mr. Hume has been connected
with the Bombay branch of the India
Famine Charitable Rellef nd, and was
secretary of the Interdenominational Mis-
sionary Relief Committee. Speaking be-
fore the executive committee of the Com-
mittee of One Hundred on Indian Famine
Relief, Mr. Hume said: “I have read the
accounts of the famine published in the
American papers; I have seen the plctures;
I have seen une conditions in famine dis-
tricts and 1 can assure you that the actual
state of affairs is much more terrible than
printed or pictured. And the worst of |t
Is, that even if the June rains are entirely
favorable, no relief can be expected till
the crop is gathered in October.

This distress is not equal over the famine
area. At its worst centers, as in Gujarat
and Rajputana, conditions are dreadful
heyond all description. Before leaving In-
dia I visited the government rellef works
at Ahmedabad and Ghodra, In Gujarat,
and saw there awful sights that photo-
graphs are making famillar to people here.
The emaciated lay around the rellef camps.
Many were dying each day, for they were
too far gone for food to save them. The
dead and the dying lay =ide by side, the
dead being gathered daily from the living,
and buried.

“Magnificent werk of relief {s being car-
ride on by the British government and by
private agencies. The government now has
on rellef about 6,000,000 persons, a scheme
of charity vaster than was ever before
conceived, let alone carried out.

“Distress is greatest In the native states,
where, on account of their independence,
British control is least, and whose native
rulérs are more indifferent to human life.
There are 6583 native states, ranging in size
from that of an American county to nearly
the area of Italy. More than five hundred
are in the famine district. and about half
of these are in the Bombay presidency.
Knowing of the better conditions prevall-
ing in territories under full control of the
government of India, multitudes enter
there from the native states and thi= adds
to the problem the government has ‘o deal
with. Gujarat and Rajputana suffer most.
partly because they are composed largely
of native states. In the former, before I
left, more than 1000000 cattle had
perished out of a total of 1,300,000
Even under the most favorable eclimatie
conditions vast areas must remain untilled
for want of work cattle. The government
is= dealing largely with this question In
preparing for the Importation of cattle and
by providing light hand plows, Till rains
come and grass springs up the question of
fodder for beasts is more difficult than that
of grain for human sustenance. Corn must
be furnished so that the flelds may be
sown.

“In the native states, particularly, are
the missionaries, both American and Euro-
pean, doing heroic work. There are hun-
dreds of brave, devoted men and women

-

rescuers in the field. The extent of their

work depends wholly on the means fur-
nished them."

—l

ONE KILLED, ONE MISSING.

Church of England Missionaries Vic-
tims of the Boxers.
TIEN-TSIN, June 3.—8ix men and two
women. French and Belgian refugees from
Pao-Ting-Fu, have arrived here. Nine are

siill missing.

A body of mounted Cossacks has gone in
search of the missing and to take food to
Yan-Liu-Ching for the relief of the party
there.

It is reported from Peking that Mr. Stev-
enson. of the Church of England mission at
Yem-Ching, has been murdered, and that
Mr. Norman, of the same mission, is miss-
ing.

Two British Officers Killed.

TACOMA, Wash., June 3.—News by
steamer from Hong-Kong states that the
“Boxers” are extending operations to
‘seuthern China. Extensive operations in
smugg'ing guns, revolvers and ammunition
to the Interior have been discovered at
Canton, where several lots of arms have
been captured and the smugglers punished.
Local officials, however, are sald to secret-
ly favor the project, but are afraid of the
foreign powers.

L1 Hung Chang has ordered the establish-
ment of a commercial bureau at Canton,
with headquarters at the house of Lin Hsio
Hu San, a noted anti-foreign leader. Thaoa
movement is understood to be for the pur-
pose of keeping the merchants under the
eye of the reform party and to spy on their
movements under pretense of commercial
sunpervision. ;

News from Shanghal states that the trou-
bies at Wei-Hail-Wel continue and are more
threatening. A boundary commission was
attacked by a mob from the villages In
that province and after a fierce fight In
which the Chinese soldlers under com-
mand of British officers are said to have
fought desparately against the country-
men, the rioters were driven back and
many kllled. Major Penecar and Captain
Perelera, British officers, were killed.

A scheme has been unearthed at Tokio
by which a party of high government of-
ficiale planned to gain title to the Koyasan
forests which are valued at over seven
million yen. The syndicate managing the
Echigo oil well scheme is said to have
made immense sums out of sharchelders by
turning in lands at fabulous wvalues, and
the company Is on the verge of collapse.

Worse Situntion Expected.
LONDON, June 4.-—The Shanghal corre-

spondent of the Times says that well-in-
formed natives in Shanghai think the po-
gition of affairs in the north will become
more serious.
4
NO OUTBREAK AT PARIS.

Grand Steeplechase Passed Off With-
out Political Distarbance.

PARIS, June 3.—The grand steepiechase
at Auteuil, last yvear the scene of turbulent
outburst against President Loubet, passed
off to-day without a sign of political dis-
turbance. M. Loubet left the palace of the
Elysee In a landau, accompanied by Mme.
Loubet, M. Combarieux, director of the civ-
il cabinet of the President, and General M.
C. Balllond, chief ¢* ‘he military house-
hold. Although unaccompanied by a mili-
tary escort, he drove to the race course
without incident, except oeccasional eries,
raised by passers-by, for the army.

On descending from the carriage at the
race course he was met by M. Waldeck-
Rousseau, premier; M. Deleasse, minister
of foreign affairs; M. Millerand, minister
of commerce; M. Leygues, minister of pub-
Me instruction; Jean De Puy and many
other high officials. The diplomatic corps
was in full attendance. including 1 nited
States Ambassador Porter, with the mem-
bers of his famfly. No political color was
given to the presence of M. Loubet dur-
ing the races.

After the steeplechase the presidential

#

the palace by the =ame route as was taken
before, arriving at 5 o'clock. The day was
very beautiful, and the course was crowd-
ed. Among the multitudes were many
prominent Americans, a number of whom
arrived to-day or vesterday, from London
and other points, with a special view of
attending the event.

The race was won by Mell Bee, with
Fraglette second and Quitteou Double
third. Ten ran. Reflector and Taillebourg
fell. The former's jockey, E. Fliat, was
badly hurt.

*
QUIET ELECTION IN ITALY.

Constitutionnlists Have Scored Very
Decinive Gains.

ROME, June 3—The parliamentary gen-
eral elections passed off quietly to-day.
Two hundred and fifty-one out of a total
of 358 results are now known. The Consti-
tutionalists have secured 192, fortyv-nine of
which are held by the members of the con-
stitutional opposition:; the Radicals have
secured thirteen and the Republicans and
Socialists eleven. Five second ballots will
be necessary.

Admiral Bettollo, minister of marine: Dr.
Salandra, minister of agriculture; Dr. Bac-
cell, minister of public instruction: Dr.
Boselli, minister of treasury, and Signor
Lacava, minister of public works, have
been re-elected, as also has Signor Crispl.

Gabriel d'Annunzio, Boclalist, has been
defeated at Florence by Count Cambray

Digny, Mtnisterlallst;

FIRED ON THE MOB.

French Soldlers Killed One and
Wounded Twenty—The Chalon Strike.

CHALON-SU"R-8AONE, France, June 3.
—Tha strike here reached a critical stage
last night and to-day the city resembles
one besieged, so thickly is it studded with
soldiers.

The trouble began during the afternoon.
the strikers throwing sticks and stones at
the gendarmerie. When night came the
street lamps were extinguished and mis-
siles of all sorts were thrown at the cav-
alry and gendarmerie, who fired, killing
one of the rioters and wounding twenty,
some of them seriously. Fifteen gendarmes
and two cavalrymen were injured.

Reinforcements quelled the disorders, but
the trouble is not )'ei considered ended.

FOILED THE POLICE.

United Irish League Meeting Held in
Spite of Them.
NEWMARKET, Ireland, June 3.-Two
hundred police were sent here last evening
to suppress a prohibited United Irish
League meeting called for to-day. While
the police were asleep this morning, about
7 o'clock, James Christopher Flynn, Na-
tonalist member of Parliament for North
Cork, and E. Crean, member for the Ossory
division of Quesn's county, slippad in un-
observed, addressed a meeting of two hun-
dred in the town square, and burned the
proclamation prohibiting the meeting.

“T(CONTINUED ON SECOND PAGHE)

party left the Tribune and returped to’

WELL IN HAND

&

WGOGRHK OoF PRESENT CONGRESS
SHOWS MANY GOOD DEEDS,

-

First Session a Yery Busy One, Com-
paring Favorably with the Best
Congresses of the Past.

*

THE ONE GREAT ACHIEVEMENT

+

FINANCIAL BILL OVERSHADOWS ALL
OTHER ENACTMENTS.

-+

Record of the Year, However, Not
Without Other Notable Acts of

Constructive Legislation.

*

NEW LAWS FOR DEPENDENCIES

.-

HAWAILIAN AND PORTO RICAN BILLS
ENACTED AND IN FORCE.

>—

Much Discussion Concerning the Phil-
ippines and Cuba -« Nicaraguan
Canal Bill=Other Measures.

*

WASHINGTON, June 3.—The record of
the first session.of the Fifty-sixth Con-
gress is now practically closed and it is
possible to survey the important work
it has accomplished during the last six
months. It has been a busy Congress—the
busiest, according to veteran officials, In
many years. In some respects the work
has been less exciting than that of the
preceding Congress, which covered the
dramatic period when war was declared
against Spain, and ,als=o the period of re-
construction and treaty-making with
Spain, following the succeseful closing of
the war. But in work actually accom-
plished and started toward accomplizh-
ment the record of the present session
stands well in comparison with the most
energetic Congresses.

Our new territorial possessions have re-
ceived much attention, and while there
has been no definite action as to the Phil-
ippines or Cuba, a form of government and
a means of ralsing revenue has been pro-
vided for Porto Rico, and a ecomprehensive
territorial form of government has been
glven to Hawail. The financial act has
made Important changes in the laws re-
lating to the parity of metals, the bonded
indebtedness, national banks and the se-
curity of the treasury by a gold ressrve.
The Nicaraguan canal bill pagsed the
House and 1s on the calendar of the Benate
ready for attention when Congress recon-
venes. The anti-trust bill is similarly ad-
vanced, though the anti-trust constitution-
al amendment has a defeat recorded
against {t. The Pacific cable measure has
passed the Senate and is awalting final
action In the House. The exclusion of
Brigham H. Roberts from a seat in the
House, because of his polygamous status;
the refusal of the Senate to admit Mr.
Quay on the appointment of the Governor
of Pennsylvania, and the sensational
charges, investigation and development of
the Senate in the case of Mr. Clark, of
Montana, have added some exciting per-
sonal phases to the session. Investigations
have been prolific, including the inquiry
into the Coeur d'Alene mining riots in
Idaho, the various inquiries on polygamy
growing out of the Roberts case, and,
more recently, the Senate investigation of
the postal irregularities and other irreg-
ularities in Cuba.

The total appropriations cannot yet be
stated with exaciness, as five bills are
pending, but the aggregate
$700,000,000 for the sesslon.

IMPORTANT TREATIES.

The B8Senate, in. executive session, has
been occupled to a conslderable extent
with important treaties. Of these, the
treaties with Great Britain and Germany,
closing the tripartite government in Sa-
moa and awarding to the United States
the island of Tutulla with its wvaluable
harbor of Pago Pago, has been ratified,
while the commercial reciprocity treaties
| with France and the British West Indian
islands and the Hay-Pauncefotg f{realy
concerning the interoceanic canal, go over
without action. <

Of the legislation accomplished and now
on the books, the financial act is regarded
as the chief achievement. The notewor-
thy feature of the debate on this measure
was that party lines were broken, a num-
ber of Democratic members from the
Eastern and New England States joining
with the majority in passing it. In the
Senate also party lines were not entirely
regarded, Senators Lindsay and Caffrey
voting for the measure and Mr. Chandler
against it, As it became a law by the
President’s signature on March 14 it makes
specific the declaration of the gold stand-
ard; provides a treasury reserve of $150,-
000,000; establishes a division of issue and
redemption of the treasury: provides for
the redemption and reissue of interest-
bearing bonds of the United States, and
makes new regulations as to national
banks, their circulation and the tax they
pay and extends operations to small com-
munities. The act also containe a specific
declaration that its provisions “are not in-
tended to preclude the accomplishment of
international bimetalism.”

Porto Rican legislation has been the meosnt
frutful theme of controversy, In Congress
and out, during the session. The discus-
sion first turned on the revenue bill, levy-
ing a duty of 15 per cent. of the Dingley
rates on Porto Rican goods,
The majority of the ways
and means committee urged the con-
stitutionality and necessity of this course,
while the minority, reinforced by Mr. Me-
Call, of Massachusetts, member of the
majority, maintained that the Constitu-
tion of the United States extended to Porto
Rico, and Congress was [(naugurating a
new and dangerous precedent by glving
the island any other law than that of the
rest of the country. Excitement ran high,
under the spur of wide-spread public ate
tention. The debate In the House was
signalized by the division of the majority,
which for a time made the result doubt-
ful, but the bill ultimately passed. The
contest in the Benate was animated, but
less acute, the Senate changing the entire
scope of the measure by adding a complete
form of civil government. In this form,
ralsing revenue and establishing an island
government, the measure became a R

is close to.

Subsequently it was amended so as to limit
corporate franchises, and on the Presi-
dent's recommendation an act was passed
appropriating for the use of Porto Rico,
the $2,085 455 collected from island sources
since its acquisition.

HAWAIIAN MEASURE.

Next in importance in the acromplished
work of the sesslon is the act “to provide
government for the Territory of Hawalil.”
The debates on it in the Senate and House
aroused little divizion, save on matters of
detail. The act provides a system of gov-
ernment much like that of Territories,
with a Governor appointed by the President
and a Legislature of two houses. Fran-
chise rights are practically the same as
those of voters in the United States, with
the additional qualification that a wvoter
shall be "able to speak. read and write
the English ar the Hawallan language.”
Administrative and judicial officers are
provided, and the jisland is given a dele-
gate to the House of Representatives of
the United States, chosen by the people,
with a right to debate in the House, but
not a right to vote.

The Philippines and Cuba have occupled
much attention in the way of debate and
the adoption of resolutions of inquiry. The
Spooner bill, providing that when all in-
surrection against the authority of the
United States shall be at an end, then all
military, civil and judicial powers shall,
unless otherwise provided by Congress, be
carried on under the direction of the Pres-
ident, formed the basis of the senatorial
debate on the Philippines, but was fruit-
less of action. The only legislation as to
Cuba is of a comparatively minor char-
acter, relating to Cuban shipping.

The extradition bill, applying to all In-
sular possessions and dependencies has
passed both houses and doubtless will be-
come a law. It is designed mainly to
reach cases llke that of Charles F. W.
Neely.

The Nicaraguan canal bill and the ship-
ping subsidy bill are notable instances of
legislation partly advanced during the
present session, but not enacted into law.
The canal bill has passed the House and
has been made the special order in the
Senate, beginning Dec. 10 next. The ship-
ping bill is on the cédlendar of each house,
with favorable recommendation from a
majority membership of Senate and House
committees,.

Anti-trust legislation has come promi-
rnently to attention in the House, that body
having passed a new anti-trust bill and
Gefeated a constitutional amendment.

The Senate has passed a bill for a cable
to the Philippines and beyond, to be con-
structed and maintained under government
control, but no action has been taken on it
in the House. The restriction of oleomar-
garine has been productive of considerable
agitation, mainly in committees, and a rad-
fcal restrictive bill has been reported to
the House,

PENSION LAW CHANGES.

The general pension laws have been ma-
terially changed by the present Congress,
largely as a result of the efforts of the
Grand Army of the Republic, which se-
cured the passage of the bill amending
the law of 1880 so as to permit the “aggre-
gating” of disabilitles, and changing the
provision as to widows so that a widow
may receive pension when she is “without
means of support other tham her dally
labor and has an actual net Income not ex.
ceeding $250,"" etc.

The free homes act has at last become
law. It provides for the patenting of home-
steads on the public lands acquired from
the Indians on the payment of the usual
fees and no other or further charges. This
opens to free homestead entry many mil-
lions of acres of public lands in the West
heretofore sold at stated figures per acre.
Another measure passed of some general
interest permits the secretary of agricul-
ture to restore game birds which are be-
coming extinct,

Among other acts of the session are those
for the preservation of the historic frigate
Constitution and for extending the work
of the twelfth census.

Considerable general legislation is car-
ried on appropriation bills. These provi-
sions include the amendment to the Mili-
tary Academy bill making the command-
ing general of the army a lieutenant gen-
eral and the adjutant general of the army
a major general; also the amendment to
the sundry civil bill, appropriating 3$5.-
000,000 for the St. louils exposition. Both
of these bills are #till pending. The naval
appropriation bill adds two battleships,
three armored cruisers, three protected
cruisers and five submarine boats to the
naval strength, and may include special
legislation as to armor plate npd A EOv-
ernment plant. The other appropriation
kills, in the main, carry the usgual gov-
ernment supplies.

The Alaska code bill, giving 2 complete
civil system of laws to the territory, has
passed both houses and undoubtedly will
become a law. Other measures which have
passed one house or the other, but are
still pending, includes those for the elec-
tion of senators by the people; authorizing
the President to appoint a committee to
study commercial conditions In China and
Japan; for Increasing the efficlency of the
army by making service in the staff corps
temporary; extending the eight-hour law;
increasing the annual allowance to the
militia of the country from $40,000 to §l,-

00,000, A
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HOUSE READY TO ADJOURN.

Grout Oleomargarine Bill May Create
a Small Ripple.

WASHINGTON, June 3.—Conference re-
ports on appropriation and other bills
promise to occupy the attention of the
House to the exclusion of everything else
during the closing days of the session.
Only one piece of general legisiation seri-
ously threatens the programme—the Grout
oleomargarine bill. The friends of this
measure have been very insistent and have
threatened in case the Senate does not
agree to the resolution for final adjourn-
ment on Wednesday to hold up any
amended resolution until they ean have an
opportunity to vote on their bill. A way
out of the difficulty was suggested yester-
day which may be put into operation to-
morrow. To-morrow being suspension day,
Mr. Tawney may be recognized to move
that an hour on Tuesday be given to the
oleomargarine bill, As this motion will
require a two-thirds vote the powers that
be are willing that the measure be con-
sidered if it can command such an over-
whelming majority of the House,

There is a considerable number of dis-
puted items on the appropriation Dbills
which the House probably will settle by
direct vote—the appropriation of $5.000,000
for the Bt. Louls exposition and some less
important items which the Senate placed
upen the sundry civil bill; the armor plate
provision and the paragraphs relative to
ocean and like surveys, and the abolition
of the sea course for naval cadets in the
naval appropriation bill and the Miles.-Cor-
bin amendment on the Mllitary Academy
bill.

i‘ In the House there is nothing on the
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ANO PRESS DISPATCHES ALLOWED TO.
COME FROM SOUTH AFRICA.

.

Roberis Sends a Few Items About the
Past, but Has Little to Say
About the Preseal,

-+

FAILURE OF BOER MOVEMENT

*

ATTEMPT TO DISCONCERT FIELD
MARSHAL WITHOLT EFFECT.

&

fcots Guards and Grenadiers Suffered
Very Heavily in the Fight-
ing at Seneckal.

*

CHAOS RULES AT PRETORIA

>

FOREIGNERS AND ST RGHERS ALIKE
SEEKING NEUTRAL TERRITORY.

4

Many Contradictory Stories from
Lourenzo Margques—-“Bean” Biake
Writes of the Irish Brigade,

>

LONDON, June 4 4 a. m.~There is no
direct news from Pretoria of later date
than Thursday evening. General French's
cavalry were then at Irene, eight miles
south of Pretoria, and firing was heard
there. Lord Roberts’s messages about sec-
ondary operations elsewhere and the situa-
tion at Johannesburg, dated at Orange
Grove, a farm four miles northeast of
Johannesburg, show that on Saturday, at
2:10 p. m., he was twenty-five miles from
Pretoria.

The correspondents with Lord Roberts
have not got through a line about the
operations after the occupation of Johan-
nesburg. Official messages continue to come
through; but press telegrams are held up,
probably to avold their giving even a hint
as to what may be the pending operations.
From the other side there filters through
Lourenzo Marques a mass of statements,
some contradictory, others obviously ime
probable, but all purporting to be facts.

Passengers arriving at Lourenso Mar-
ques, Baturday, direct from Pretoria, say
that the capital was preparing to sur-
render when they left Thursday. The forts
were dismantled. The Boer guard at
Komatipoort esearched all trains and
turned back most of the fugitives, among
them deserting forelgners, who were flee~
ing to reach neutral soll.

Immense Boer convoys of provisions are
between Pretoria and Middleburg. Fifteen
trains are sent dally to Machadodorp with
supplies for Lydenburg. Pretoria is plo-
tured by the refugees as In & stéte of la-
describable confusion and chaos. The
populace are dismayed, and the British are
expected hourly.

ATTACHES ARE LEAVING.

Some foreign attaches have arrived at
Lourenzo Marques to communicate with
their governments for orders to leave. as
they consider that organizsed war on the
Transvaal side is at an end.

Flying among the Boers are reports that
the British have been beaten back at Lind-
ley, with heavy loss, that the main attack
on Elandsfontein failed, and Lord Roberts
was forced to retire; that the raflway has
been cut behind him south of Vereeniging,
and that a provision train has beén cap-
tured. Without crediting any of the Boer
bulleting, everythiag from the field of war,
behind Lord Roberts, points to a great ef-
fort last week to paralyze his advance by
a bold stroke from the eastward at the ratl
way north of Bloemfontein. Unless four”
Boer columns were in a movemen: seeme
ingly with this objective, there was a com-
mando in front of General Brabant, near
Ficksburg; another faced General Rundle,
near Senekal; a third occupied Lindley and
pressed towards the rallway, and a fourth
seized Heillbron and pushed toward Kroon-
stad. These operations, assuming them to
have been independent, all appear to have
falled.

A revival of the Boers' fighting powes
east of Lord Roberts's advance, although
fruitless, is a symptom that the Boers arg
not yet crushed. In General! Rundle's at.
tack on the intrenched Boers, seven miles
east of Benakel, May 29, the British did
not see a Boer all day, so completely were
they screened. The British Infantry did
not get within one thousand yards of thelr
riflemen. The 182 losses wired by Lord Rob-
erts were suffered by the Grenadiers and
Bcots Guards while advaning over a level
from which the grass had been burned.
The Britishers, In khakl, were a conspicu-
ous target sgainst the black background.

General Rundie withdrew his whole force
at sundown to Senekal, having succeeded
in drawing the Boers from Lindley, allow-
ing the threatened force to get away safe-
ly. The Boers sent to the British for medi-
cal help, saying that Commandant De
Villiers was seriously wounded. General
Rundle sent a doctor, with a bottle of
champagne and his compliments, as well
as & message that he would release all the
Boer prisoners at Senekal.

BURGHERS ARE DESERTING.

The Lourenzo Marques correspondent of
the Times, telegraphing June 2, says: “An
Austrian who has seen seven months' ae-
tive service in the Transvaal declared that
a large proportion of the burghers are de«
gerting to their homes. The arrangement
whereby the British prisoners at Pretoria
have been placed under an armed guard,
with British officers in command, pending
the formal occupation of the town, f»
ascribed to the good sense and humane
disposition of General Louls Botha, and the
Transvaal war secretary, both of whom
have earned the profound respect of all
classes.”

It is interesting to note that Lord Rob-
erts’s soldierly qualities are admired great-
ly by both Boers and foreigners. It seems
that the Boer attack upon Irene was ine
tended to cover the withdrawal from Pre.
toria of all the supplies procurable The
last consignment was six hundred loads.

Reports from Lord Roberts.

LONDON, June 3—Lord Lansdowne, seo-
retary of state for war, has received the
following from Lord Roberts, dated Orange
Grove, June 2: :

“Johannesburg is quiet. The people are
surrendering arms and ponies. Only three
Boer guns were left in the fort.

“The Queenslanders captured May 2 a
Creusot, with eleven wagons of stores and




